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the result of the southerly galo was
Ctwe were driven a long way to the
fthward of our course. When the gale
lii .i 1.. . .1 T rt nn nlioAnoHmi

1 verified it by dead recKonmg,
ind that we woro 850 miles off our
ecourse. When this information was
en to the captain, who was then only
e to sit up for half hoar at a time,
replied:
'Well, Ralph, that is not much to

Jnplain of, as. the bark came through
right. The wind has come right at

it, and two or three days will put us
k on the right track."

In
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During the storm there was nothing
complain in the conduct of sailors,

lords or convicts. I was trusting Has
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ill to keep his eyes open and give me
y news worth communicating, but he

Sought mo none until the bark had
cn headed down to the' southeast.'
en ho found opportunity at night to

Jjr to me :

la

is

"I can't make out that fellow York,
have watched him with increasing

Jgilaiice, but havo failed to trip hini
, though there aro many things to

louse my suspicions, lie has an influ- -
ce with (ho crew little short of mag- -
tic. Men who didn't like him at nil

his Lest friends now. I am tho only
of the guards ho hasn't made

ends with."
"Dues he talk much?" I queried.
"Very little, aa far as I have observed.
d yet I believe ho docs a great deal of

bemo of tho men ure talking about
o Roldficlds others of life on nn
aid, aud I believe tho fellow is work

I8M

and

up to Rome climax. Did vou know
jut he and MisaFoster have quite fall- -

in love with each other during the
ist week?"
"Is it possible?"
"And, queerly Miss White
Id me to my faro this morning thnfc
e didn't believe Den Johnson nnHiv
the crime or deserving of the punish-eii- t.

She seems to havo n em-A- t tulmi.
tion for him, even if it is not some-lin- g

stronger. I think wo had best
pp an eye on them as well as the p'co-- o

forward, Mr. Tompkins,"
I thought SO. tOO. lltlri .fetormtnn,!
at Mary Williams should assist us.

T ,10urs later, when I found oppor-uit- y
to ppeak to her, I told her of

Jieii a observations b,,oj.
fdhe replied:

l think it at nnsUrrV nnnn. nr.
VmpKUia. UDtoth
'P9 ioth young women seemed toe every effort to win n,T- - riMi,

fneo then they have almost avoided
f ana I havo been trouhlorl fnr fon r

Wittingly cuvo nfT,.nyo tBlflm l 1111 U.I A
f uw all(l f'lll 3ud?e hntii
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"tThen Go I help us. Bon Johnson as
tho leader, vould have his Bay about
things. The captain, Haskell, myself
and others v. culd not live an hour after
he took cotci'iand, and as for you and"

She ctcpf ea me with a gosture and
quietly said :

I will as iiut you in any way I can.
None of the other people seems to be
worried, but for tho last two days I
havo been aluiMSt convinced that thero
was something wrong. I will watch the
two young wo aen and the doctor and
report to you."

If you aro posted as to tho Bailing of
a ship, you .11 understand that while
I was acting 1. captain the second mato
should have stood my watch. This I
did not permit, but stood watch and
watch with him. I had my interview
with Mary between 7 and 8 o'clock in
the evouing. At 8 I went below and
turned in for four hours. When I camo
on decic ac muinignr, 1 tooic Hasten
and the third mato and went below to
examine the cages. This was tho first
midnight visit ever paid to tho convicts
and produced great surprise I had led
the way as quietly as possible, and
though all tho convicts appeared to bo
eound asleep when I looked into tho
cages the positions of sonio of them
were bo unnatural that I suspected they
had thrown themselves down only a
moment before. Tho man York was the
guard on duty between cages Nos. 1

and 2, 'and though he had a face of
brass I did not fail to detect signs of
perturbation. I found the cages 'all
right, but was perfectly satisfied that n
minute before my descent York had
been holding conversation with some of.
the convicts. Had it been in bis "power

to let them' on dock I should .not have
found them snoring away and mutter-- ,

ing in their dreams. .

The midnight visit made no change
in our affairs, but gave mo a thought
to be acted ou next day. Among the
crew was a ma'yiamed Haw ley. 1 had
no fault to find with him as a sailor,
but I had sized him up as the most sim-

ple minded man of the lot. If I could
go at him right, I could learn from
him the subject of talk in tho forecastle.
Before noon next day, the man being
in my watch and the off watch below,
I got him aft wider pretense of examin-
ing the cabin stores in tho lazarette. I
had placed a bottle of rum where he
could not fail to find it, and I gavo him
time to sample the stuff before follow-
ing him through the trapdoor. It
pleased mo to discover that ho had
taken n liberal drink, and when the
stuff had been given timo to loosen his
tongue I carelepsly inquired ;

"That man York is considered a very
smart man by all tho crew, isn't ho?"

"Nobody could ba saiarter, ir," he
tiromntly replied. "If I had a tenth of

his smartness, I wouldn't be where I am
now. iecein your humble pardon, sir."

"II has been in tho coldfield3 of
Austn lia, I hear?"

"Al over 'cm, ir, and has got some

thin 1. to a ton of tho bloomiu ftuff
hidden way in a hill Ho tlasn't bring
it out or fear of robbers, but ho can
lead the lot of us straight to tho epot
and is willin to divide. Plenty more
where that ton camo from. All you've
got to do is to scrape off tho surfuco
dirt, and there's the nngget?. Doynu
mind my axin you a question, Mr.
Tompkins?"

"Go ahead." I

"I am no schollard, as you know. If
I had a lump of gold as heavy I
could carry ou my back, would I bo a

rich man?"
"Yes, a fairly rich man, ana I wish

you had such a lump. "
"Thankee, sir; tbankco very much,

and I'm certainly goin to have it if
York kuows what ho's talkin about, and
we all think he da Boggiii your par-

don, sir, but isn't thero lots and lots of
islands off tho coast of Australia?"

"Yes, a great many islands,"
"And not inhabited either?"
"No."
"And they aro rcg'larparadisos, with

nuthin fur n sailor to do but cat and
drink and smoko and ninko luv to the
wimin. Three months of that and then

1 i
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She ttopped tne with a gc$turc.

for tho goldfletds. Ah, fir, but it was a
great day for us when York came
aboard of this ere bloomin hooker."

Tho plot was out The rum had
the man's brains, and ho had

told me all I wanted to know. To pre-

sent him from going back to his ship
mates' and beinfr equally communica-

tive I gavo him. opportunity to secrete
the bottle" of rum on his person and then
ent hiio on deck. Ten minutes later he

rjirKdJntq the fa'castle. as I reasoned

he would, and half an hour after, when
I sent a man to rouse him out for a
skulker, he was blind drunk and unor-in- g

like a pig. The chances were that
he would remember nothing of tho con-
versation he had with mo when the ef-
fects of the liquor had worn off, and Iwas certain now of the influence ex-
erted by York and what it was leading
cp to.

CHAPTER X
we bpeak a whalke toe pestilence.

This, then, as I reasoned it out to my-
self, was York's idea, and no doubt it
was in his mind when he came aboard
at the Cape. His talk of the islands aud
the goldfields had excited aud corrupted
the crow and probably the guards. The
convictswere to bo released, tho ship
seized, and those in poFsession would
then go their own way. York would be
tho nominal captain, but I could not
doubt that Ben Johnson would bo the
actual ruler and leader. I did not be-

lieve tho crew as a whole would go into
Bach a thing if thoy believed that mur-
der was to be done. They would Btipu-lat- o

that officers and passengers were to
tie marooned on eomo- - island and given
a chance for life. They had been well
tised, well fed and had no grudges to
satisfy. They had been led from tho
path of duty by the smooth talk of the
villain York, but theycould not wish
us harm.

I could not bo sure that all tho crew
had entered into the plot. Thero were
at least thfeo middle aged, skady going
men who had probably not been ap
proached, but this would not help us out
much. When tho moment of revolt
came, they would be looked out for, and
when they found the bark in possession
of the mutineers they would be com
polled to strike hands with them. With
tho convicts numbering more than three
to one, and with at least a scoro of sail
ors among tnem, ana pernaps ac least
one navigator, ft was easy enough to
arrive at the result. They might not
maroon the crew or send them adrift,
but the chances wero even up that they
would, retaining only the services of
York.

To fully realize the stato of affairs
you must understand a sailor's nature,
I doubt if abuse or starvation could
havo driven our crew to mutiny. The
average sailor has a lively imagination.
He is a good listener. A smooth tongued
liar can convince him against his will.
He is always sighing for a lazy life
and though he is wasteful of his money
tho idea of having plenty of it will lead
him into almost anything. The pictures
York had drawn of the goldfields and
the green islands of the Indian ocean
had corrupted them and blinded them
to consequences.

You will ask why I did not at once
let them know I was in possession of
their secret and take prompt measures
to check tho contemplated revolt I an
swer that becauso such a step on my
part would have brought things to
head at onco and insured our destruc
tion. And, too, I was not sure they
wero fully committed to the plot, and
should we chance to fall in with anoth
cr man-of-w- or overhaul a merchant
man and keep her company it would al
ter their plans materially. I went to
Captain Clark with my information, of

course. Ho was just ablo to move about
and in a nervous state, and I dared not
tell him as much as I havo told you. He
reflected for awhile after hearing my
storv. and then said :

'Well, Ralph, I do not 6ce that w

can do moro than is being done If the
crew is with tho convicts, they can take
the bark at any hour it pleases them
and nnr onlv hone is that they may do

lay until wo sight a man-of-wa- r. In
that caso wo could straighten out affairs
vcrv auickly. As we have been far off

our course, and as York has had no
means of ascertaining our position for
many days past, there will be no move
for a day or two yet. Ho won't want to
tako charge of a ship without knowing
what courso to sail her.

This was good philosophy, and I took

care to give no ono tho latitude and
longitude as worked out from tho noon
observations ou the next two aays. 1 or

as I learned from Haskell, mado repeat
fid efforts to secure the results of my cal
culations and was seemingly much put
nnt over his failures. I changed the
course of the ship twice in the two days
in nrder to further mystify him.

In the morning watch of tho third
day after ray conversation with Hawley

in tho lazaretto wo signieu uiy
ing up' to us from tho Bouth, and pros

rntlv made out that 6ho was an Ameri
can whaler. As eho drew near she flow

a Bicual that she wished to speak us,

and an hour later her captain was pull
tn thn Hindu's side in his own boat,

I met him at tho rail and conducted
iiim tn tho cabin for an interview with
Cantain Clark. Ho introduced himself

Lewis Holt of tho New Bed
1 .i,ai C.cci Luck, which had, , nun. '

then been cruising for a year and a hall.
TTi rrrand aboard of us was to repicn
iBu m mrdicino chest, and as this was
hin first visit to a convict ship ho was
naturally curious. Ho witnessed the op

erations of a gang taking their morning
wash up, and almost' by accident nearu
pomo ono FpcaK tno name vt x ui

v turned to mo and asked:
"Have you got a mate aboard by that

"No, I picked up a man by that name

at Capo Town, who ciaimeu 10

been third mate or a wnaier, imt o

actinir as a guard over the convicts.

T.t hair, hlno eves, large nose

two front teeth gone, great talker?"
fh.il: fit him."

"Tt'a the same durncd skunk I left
ho six weeks aco." he hotly ex

claimed, "and I'vo been mad ever since

that I didn't break his necic oviv
j Mm nihnrn. If that chap is

with you, look out M

"TOhat'M wronff with himr
in? ..iUn Ho' not only theuiu; -
t.fn.fc iiarui land or sea, but has

heart as black' as a pirate's. Why, the

infernal scoundrel had talked half my

crew into a state of mutiiy before I
cot on to his littlo game. A guard, is

he? Well, he isn't. any better than those

he looks after, and iVs my opinion you
can't watch him too closely. "

Here was confirmation of my darkest
suspicions, and it will be a lifelong re
gret that I did not take advantage of
the opening presented. Captain Holt
could have been hired to take York
away by force, and with him out of the
ship the convicts would have probably
given up their plan. I think it would
have been uu easy matter to exchange
six or eight meu with him for a cash
consideration, and that would have re-

moved all anxiety and insured a safe
voyage. v

You ask why I didn't tako these steps.
First, because Captain Clark opposed
them, and, secondly, becauso tho result
would have been an official investiga
tion. Had we encountered an English
man-of-w- tho caso would have been
far different. I hue suspicions, but no
positive proofs. To havo forced York or
any of tho sailors to exchange into tho
whaler would have been au arbitrary
act which would have cost us dear with-
out we could prove justification. Again,
Mary Williams and Haskell wero tho
only two people aft who had a suspicion
of anything wrong, nnd all others, in-

cluding the doctor, would have protested
and could have beeu used as witnesses
against us.

I was, however, on the point of ask
ing the American to keep us in sight
for a couple of days, on pretense that
we were making some alterations in tho
quarters of the convicts, when he stated
that ho should run to tho east for a new
cruising ground. It turned out even
better than that. At noon, when he
vas about threo miles in our wako, the

wind fell and a dead calm came on
which lasted that afternoon and night,
all the next day and up to midnight of
the second night During this calm,
with the whaler in plain view, I d

that almost every man of our crew
carried an anxious, excited look, but
they were unusually humble in their
demeanor. '

York was asleep when the whaler's
captain visited us, but I took care to drop
Holt's namo so that it would bo carried
forward to him. He also doubtless iden
tified the whaler as Boon as he set eyes
on her, and it was plain enough that he
was greatly disturbed. Alter a bit he
made opportunity to speak with me,
and when I did not tell him that his
name had been mentioned he waa evi-

dently much relieved. '
On the second day of the calm l naa

another talk with Mary Williams. She
had been closely patching the two
young women, but they evidently sus-

pected the espionage and had been on

their guard. She had caught on to but
one suspicious circumstance. That very
morning, while my mato had the dock,
she had seen Miss Foster tfass some
thing to York in a sly manner as she
promenaded tho deck. As the young
woman had just come ct of the dis
ponsary it was natural to believe that
the object was something carried from
that room. Tho idea of poison flashed
through mv mind, but was discarded
when I remembered hearing the doc
tor say ho had nothing of the sort among
his stores. Whatever it was, York had
had amnle time to secreto it, and it was
useless for me to cudgel my brains.

At about midnight of the second
night the calm was broken, though the
breezo was very light. When morning
came, we saw mat tne wnaier naa hi
tered her plans and was bearing up lor

1 k

"It's the same durncd skunk Heft there
nix weeks ago.

tho north, and it was with a hoavy heart
I bid her goodby. Things ran smoothly
up to noon, and then it was Haskell
who camo aft and reported to tho doctor
that at least threo different men in Ben
Johnson's cage had developed cases of

the smallpox. Dr. Haxton at once went
rtmvn tn investigate, and a auarter of
an hour later ho reportedMhattho pesti
lence was present in a virulent form.

In such nn emergency as this it would
hnvo been everything to us to feel that
wfl had a competent physician aboard.
It micht bo smallpox or might bo moa
rIos nr tho men micht bo shamming. Tho
threo men had eaten heartily at break
fast, proviuc they had no fover or pre
monitory symptoms, and tho idea of
smallpox was absurd. Dr. Haxton not
rmlr insisted, but with rnoro fervor
than I had ever known him to use bo
foro. Tho passengers wero terribly
alarmed, as you may imagine, but
took notico that not a single man among
tho guards nnd only two among tho crew
appeared to bo at all anxious. This fact
alone would have satisfied me that It
was an understood thing. I said all tho
passengers wero alarmed. I should have
made an exception as far as the two
rnnnff wnmfu were concerned. Their
pretense cf alarm was so transparent
that T not the only one to see

throuffh it.
We had provided no hospital aboard

ha hart hoennfte the crovcrnmcnt did
not contract for anything of tho sort
Epidemics were not counted on or pro-rir-

neninut If one broke out then
pI the doctor do the best ho could. If

the convicts died, well and good. If
they got well, they must bo turned over
tnthfl officials at Botany Bay. Odds
wm the differenco to the government

The auestion with us was, "Is it real
It smallpox V We were not willing to
take tho Svord of tho ship'i doctor for
it, and you can see what a situation
thttnntm in. While yet tho alarm

Highest of all ia Leavening Power. Latest U. S. Gov't Report

was upon us Haskell announced that he
had something to communicate. Con-

victs, guards and sailors knew that he
was faithful to tho ship and wero on
their guard that ho should neither see
nor hear anything. He had made some
few discoveries, however, and was sat-

isfied in his own mind that a trick was
being played on tho doctor, and that the
two young women were cognizant of it.
In doing his turn below ho had got a
6trong odor of what he thought was cro-to- n

01L and ho suggested that tho doc-

tor bo questioned about it
Dr. Ilaxton was immediately sent for

and asked if any of tho oil mentioned
was included in his medical outfit. He
answered promptly in tho affirmative
and went away to fetch the bottle. It
was missing. If crotou oil bo rubbed
upon tho face, it will prodaco a tlotch
similar to that wlrch arpears in tho
fi rst stages of smallrcx. lie wus sure
that ho had an eight ocjco bottle cf the
stuff, nnd just aa 6uro that other hands
than his had removed it from the dis
pensary. That set tic a it witn me rest
of us, but not with the doctor. Ho be-

came indignant that wo should question
tho correctness of his diagnosis, aud
added that if tho patients were not iso-

lated he should not hold himself re- -

epousiblo for results.
I have said very little concerning our

passengers, maio or remaie, pecauso
they were passengers only and had no
part or portion in our discussions ana
womments. Up to the hour they got
word of tho sickness below they were
totally unsuspicious that danger men-

aced. When the doctor announced small-
pox, something had to be done to allay
the panic. Tho passengers wero assem
bled in the great cabin, and Captain
Clark plainly told them in the presence
it the doctor that he was not satisfied
that a pestilence had appeared. When
sure of it, he w;ould take every precau
tion to prevent its spread, and he ad-

vised them to resume the even tenor of
their ways until the question was set
tled. He called their Attention particu
larly to tne fact that we had a clean
bill of health at the Cape, and that no
disease of the sort existed there. As
every convict had been vaccinated be-

fore leaving England, it was simply im-

possible for a virulent outbreak to occur.

lancuago as an insult and hotly reiter
atod his professional opinion, and there
we were, worse off perhaps than as if a
pirato ship with tho black flag flying
and her cutthroat crew at quarters was
bearing down on us with tho intention
to rob, ravish and scuttle.

CHAPTER XL
THE MUTINY.

The captain's decision was carried
forward to convicts and crew, and I
looked for an outbreak within an hour.
Perhaps tho reason it did not tako place
was becauso they feared the whaler
might show up ajraiu. I felt that it
would not long bo delayed, however,
and Captain Clark, Haskell, Williams
and Roberts agreed with mo. Saunders,
Smith and tho two, singlo women stuck
to the doctor, and thus wo wero divided
into two factions.

The ship was never more quiet than
during tho remainder of that day aud
all through the night. Tho sailors were
prompt to respond to every call, but
moved quietly aud spoko in Jow tones.
This might havo been attributed to
their fears of tho pestilence, but I real
ized that thero was something back of
that I had tho watch on deck from 8
to 12, and I noticed many little things
which satisfied mo that if the whaler
nor other sail was in sight when morn-
ing broke the climax would coma

When I was relieved by the second
mato at midnight, I had a bit of a talk
with him. His name, as I don't remem-

ber to have told you before, was Cort-rit- o.

He was n middle aged man, well
up in his duties, and I have said noth-
ing of him simply becauso I had not
taken him into my confidence. I don't
mean that I mistrusted him, but that I
thought it wiso to confine my suspicions
to ns few persons as possiblo as long as
they were only suspicions. Tho meeting
in the cabin had of course brought him
n knowledge of the situation, and thero
was 110 doubt that ho could bo thor-
oughly dopeuded on. The bo'sun might
cr might not bo with us. When I asked
Cortrite his opinion of things, ho re-

plied:
"Mr. Tompkins,

A if I hadn't known
that you wero watching tho run cf
things I should havo posted you a bit.
It's my opinion that the two women
have been won over and that they havo
also madoattxdof tho doctor. If there's
nothing iu sight when tho sun comes
up, then God help us 1"

"You think there'll bo an outbreak
a mutiny?"

"I'm, as sure of it as that I stand
here. I understand that wo have arms
aboard. If I might be bold enough, I'd
advise you to make ready for what is
to come."

When I went into the cabin, I found
Captain Cbyk up aud dressed and wait-
ing for me. I told him what Mr. Cort
rite had said, and he replied:

"We can't begin too soon. You
quietly fasten on the iron shutters while
I overhaul the firearms."

It was a quiet night, with only
enough wind to give the craft steeiage
way, and fortunately for us tho dolt of
a man Hawley was at the wheel from
midnight to 3 o'clock. The provisions
for convicts and sailors were stowed for-

ward of th cages, as was also a num-

ber of the water casks. Those for cabin
uso wero stowed in the lazarette, and

therd wero other water casks ballasted
between the bulkheads of tho passen-
gers' cabins and tho ono hiding the aft-
er iron cage from view. You will ro
member that this bulkhead or partitiou
wai pierced for musketry.

We could come at water and pro-
visions without leaving tho cabin or ex-

posing ourselves, and when wo had tho
shutters up and tho firearms ready for
service Captain Clark looked about and
Baid :

"Ralph, we cannot enly mako a good
fight for it if attacked, but I think the
advantage will bo on our side. Our
greatest care now will bo to guard
against any sudden rush ait"

Neither of us turned in that nightr
and both of us were on deck at day-

light At eunriso a man was sent aloft
with a glass, but ho swept the sea iu
vain for sight of sail. Tho fellow could
not hide tho exultant look in his eyes
as he came down and reported, and we
felt that tho hour of peril was closo at
hand. Tho demeanor of the men as they
washed down tho decks was defiant,
aud had tho convict gangs come up as
usual the outbreak would have occurred,
with the advent tf the first., Tho cap

tain ordered that they remain below
until aftei the doctor's morning inspec
tion. In view cf the supposed pestilence)
this order did not seem to excite any
great surprise.

When the passengers garnered ior
breakfast, all were surprised to observe
that tho cabin had been put in a stato
of defense. I may add that Dr. Haxton
and those who sided with him were also
cynical and inclined to joke about it.
As the iron shutters were fitted lusidev
no one forward could know about tbenx- -
We didn't want them to know, and I
kept watch of the two single women a
they went on deck after breakfast X

FTc saw Jljlcrts hnnclcd down.

privately told Mr. and Mrs. Will Lin
and Mary to remain How, and tho
other women sjmchow got warning and
gave up their usual morning pronic::rvlc
though tho weather was beautifully hna

As Dr. Haxton went forward to pay
his morning call Roberts accompanied
him. Thero wire three children on the
poopdeck. and I sent them Below just
as Haskell camo aft, bringing his mus-

ket with him and working away at tho
lock as if it was in need of repairs. Ho
gave me a look which signified that tbo
time had come. Forward, there were the
sailors of the morning watch, tho guard
relief, the doctor and Roberts. Aft, wo
had the captain, second mate, Haskell,,
all other passengers and myself.

As Dr. Haxton descended to tho cages
Captain Claik ordered the two kinglo
women below, speaking so gruffly that
they obeyed at onco. Then ho turned to
Saunders and Smith, who were smoking
and lounging, and said:

"Gentlemen, please 6tep below for a
minute, and don't stop to ask questions..
Go now ateuee!"

(to pe coxtixced.)

Huron Will Cane.
Indianapolis, Dec. 5. The supxema

court In the case of "William A. Har-
rison, for the heirs, apalnst Ambrose
F. Stanton, executor of the will of John
Herron, aiTirmed the at tion of the low-
er court in dismissing the suit brought
to contest llerron's will. The will pave
the bulk of an e?tat- - valued at $200,-0C- 0,

to the Art association of this city,
with small bequests to charities and
to Intimate friends. The contest

unsound mind of Mr. Herron.
The Art association will receive near-
ly $200.000.

Strurk by an l'.lcrtrlo Car.
Denver, Dec. 5. At C:.10 Thursday

evening a llroajway electric car struck
a carriage containing Mrs. John C.
Montgomery, wife of a prominent Den-

ver capitalist, nnd two other ladies,
wrecking it nnd injuring Mrs. Mont-
gomery so badly that fhe will iroba
bly die.

Whlrlrl Around n Shaft.
Jacksonville, Ills., Dec. 5. Charles

Brown, employed In the Waverly mill-reach-
ed

over some machinery to get a
sack when his coat became caught In
the cogs and he was whirled about for
some time before the mill could bo
stopped. He died in great ago.iy soon,
after.

Corroding In India,
India is a nation of pawnshops, ac-

cording to General Booth. Tho pccplrt
think the cleverest man is ho who de-

vises the largest number of ways by
which to borrow money. They put iu
pledge their lands, oxen, jewelry, them-
selves, their children and their grand-- r
children, and cases havo even beer,
known whero a father, to obtain moncy
to defray tho expenses of his daughter's
wedding, has pledged as collateral the.'
first child to be born of tho union.


